 Discontinued Vimar part #16608 Master dimmer to be replaced with 16559.1.120.

A neutral is not universally required, as the manual (attached) shows a dedicated 2-wire wiring method.  For standard replacements of a discontinued 16608, a two-wire installation may be possible, subject to the connected load meeting the 16559.1.120 compatibility requirements.  Please see below the 2-wire diagram for how this would work.   

[image: ]
The confusing part is that in the 2-wire connection diagram, the terminal marked"N" on the dimmer is not acting as the house neutral conductor. Here's how to read it: L (Line) = Incoming hot from the breaker panel. N (Neutral) at the very bottom of the diagram = The actual circuit neutral returning to the panel. Lamp symbol = The light fixture/load. P = Optional external momentary push button for ON/OFF and dimming. N terminal on the dimmer = The dimmer's load output terminal in the 2-wire configuration, not a neutral connection. So, in the 2-wire setup: Hot feeds the dimmer on terminal L. The dimmer controls the power and sends it out on terminal N. That wire goes to the light. The other side of the light is connected to the actual neutral of the circuit. In the 2-wire diagram, the device only has access to line and load, so it operates as a no-neutral dimmer.  Given the information you gave me, I do not see an issue with using the 16559.1.120 in the 2-wire configuration as a replacement for the discontinued 16608, so long as: The existing 16608 has been working correctly on the current fixtures. The fixtures have not been changed. The load falls within the 16559.1.120's published 2-wire load ratings. The existing installation is truly a standard 2-wire dimmer setup (line and load at the dimmer location).
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